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IER. III. 4. | 


Wilt thou not from this Time 
cry unto me, My Father, 
| Thou art the Guide of my 
| Youth? 


—_—UHESE are the Words of Gov 
: El to revolted Ire), inviting them 
to a Return to Him. So I un- 
derſtand them, rather than as 
| fome Interpreters take their 
Senſe; as if God intended to upbraid them 


in theſe Expreſſions with an arrogant Claim 
of Relation to Him, while they continu'd ob- 


ſtinate in Sin. Tis true, they often did ſo, 
and were often blam'd for it. So Hoſea de- 


ſcribes them, Iſrael ſhall cry imo me, My God, Hoſ. viii. 


we know Thee. Gov in the next Verſe, re- 
jects their Pretenſion; IJrael hath caſt off the 


Thing that is good; the Enemy ſhall purſue bim. 
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ilt thou not from this Time 
cry unto me, My Father, 
Thou art the Guide of my 
Youth 


=, HESE are the Words of Gon 
Ef to revolted 1/7ael, inviting them 
to a Return to Him. So I un- 
derſtand them, rather than as 
ſome Interpreters take their 


ſtinate in Sin. Tis true, they often did ſoz 
and were often blam'd for it. So Hoſea de- 
ſcribes them, Iſrael ſhall cry unto me, My God, Hoſ viii. 
we know Thee. Gov in the next Verſe, re- 
jects their Pretenſion; Irael hath caſt off the 
Thing that' is good; the Enemy ſhall purſve bim. 
IE A 2 While 


tenſe; as if Gop intended to upbraid them 
n theſe Expreſſions with an arrogant Claim 
of Relation to Him, while they continu'd ob- 
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Father, even Gol. oF ] 
Bur the Text appears rather te to me to o be 


While they were rejecting the Son of G Go D, 
i. they had the lame Confidence, We have one 


a gracious Call to them to do this in earneſt, 


than a reproaching of them for doing it pre- 
ſumptuouſly. As in ver. 1. Gop intermixes 


an Invitation to Repentance, with the Re- 
preſentation of their Sins; fo it is natural 
enough to ſuppole, that while He. is proceed- 
ing in the ſame general Argument of Re- 
proof, He ſhould go on to interpoſe alſo 
ſome Encouragements to return to Him. 
WE may obſerve it to have been a com- 


mon Metaphor us'd by this Prophet Feremiah, 


and by Ezekiel, who was very near his Co- 
temporary, to conſider the People of 1/rael, 
as if in their ſeveral ſucceſſive Generations 
they made but one Perſon, paſling thro' the 
different Ages and Periods of Life. The 


Courſe of Go p's Providence towards them, 


and of their Behaviour to Gov, thro' one 


Age after another, are often expreſs'd 


Terms which carry an Alluſion to the ſeveral 
Ages of Man's Life. Ezekiel carries on the 
Metaphor thro' a conſiderable Part of a Chap- 
ter. The Story of their Nation is related 


there, as one would / deſcribe the Life of a 
ſingle Perſon from his Beginning till he ar- 


rives at Maturity. They are trac'd to their 


0 Pro- 


T 


* 
3 
— 


. 
£ 
A 
x 
1 
= 
m_ 


Fr the Guide 22 our e 5 


— 


progenitors. Th Birth al thy Nativity Was i Ver. J- 
of the Land of Canaan ; thy Father was an Amo- 

rite; and thy Mother an Hittite. Their weak 

and low Eſtate at the Beginning of their Peo- 

ple, is ſet out by the helpleſs Condition of a 
new-born Infant: And God's Kindneſs to- Ver. 4, 3. 
ward them in thoſe early Days, by the Care 

and Kindneſs of a tender Parent, making all 

proper Proviſion for his Child, and following 

him with a watchful Eye and a bountiful "iy 6= 
Hand, till he comes. to Maturity. On the © 

other hand, their Revolts from Go p to Ido- 

latry, after their State was grown up, are re- 
preſented by a young Woman's playing the 


Harlot, and ſo diſappointing the tender Care, 
and reaſonable ExpeQations of her Parents, Ver. 15, 
| when ſhe enters upon the World. 


C. 


IN like Manner, this Prophet ſets before 


that Generation of 1/rael, to which he pro- 


| pheſy'd, the Vertues of their Anceſtors, as 


the Kindneſs of their Youth, the Love of their Jer. ii. 2. 


| Eſpouſals, when they went after him in the Mil- 


dernefs. With the ſame View he ſeems in the 
Text to mean by their Youth, the earlier Times 
of their Nation. Q. d. Wilt thou not apply 
tome as thy Father, the Guide of thy An- 

ceſtors? 
Bur when Gop makes uſe of ſuch an Al. 
luſion in expoſtulating with that Generation, 
to 


* 
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to induce them to return to Himſelf, He 
plainly ſuppoſes an obvious Truth in that 
which was the Ground of the Metaphor, 
That as He was their Father, He was the 


proper Guide of Youth. And the Expoſtu- i 
lation muſt carry at leaſt an equal Force to 
every Man perſonally conſider d. Wilt thou Þ 
not from this Time ery unto me, My Father, Thou 
art the Guide of my Touth? And from that Con- 
ſideration, I ſhall think myſelf fully juſtify's Þ 
in addrefling it to young People, as Gov's M | 
reaſonable Expectation from them. And 11 


ſhall proceed upon tieſs Four Heads. 


I. To explain the Frame and Behaviour wi 
may ſuppoſe recommended, by crying unto ; 
Gov, My Father, Thou art the Guide of 


my Youth. 


U. To ſhew the Reaſonablenef of i it : Or to ex- 

poſtulate with Youth, in order to perſi wade them 

to take this Courſe. Wilt thou not voy un. 
to me? 


III. To conſider the Circumſtance of Ti me, from 
which ſuch a Behaviour is e to be ex- 
pected. From this Time. 
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IV. To propoſe ſome Directions, bow you may 
expet} to find Go 0's Fatherly Guidance. | 


I. I Would explain the Frame and Be- 
haviour here recommended. Or, what we 
may ſuppoſe included in Crying unto God, My 
Father, Thou art the Guide of my Youth. 

Trax Expreſſion is fit enough to take in 


Three Things. 


. A THANXKFUL Acknowledgment of 


Go »'s Fatherly Care and Guidance of us hi- 
therto. 2, d. Wilt not thou own I have 
fully anſwer'd the Character, and fill'd up 


the Relation of a Father to thee, by having 


been the Guide of thy Youth ? And certain- 
y young People, who have proceeded but a 
* little Way in Life, as well as thoſe who are 
farther advanc'd, have had many Opportu- 
nities to obſerve the Care and Conduct of a 
| kind Providence towards them. You are 
| greatly indebted to your earthly Parents, and 
| muſt ever owe them your grateful Acknow- 


ledgments, for all their tender Affection, and 


faithful Guidance: But there is a Father in 


Heaven, to whom, tho' He is out of Sight 
5 5 git, 


you are infinitely more indebted. Is not He Deut. 
thy Father, which hath bought thee ? Hath He Mxii. 6. 


not made thee, and eſtabliſhed thee ? Thy Sub- 


france was not hid from Him, when thou waſt exxix.15- 


made 
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made in ſecret, and curiouſly wrought. Thou 


fal. xxii. baſt been caſt upon Him from the Womb ; and 


10. and 


xi. 6. 


holden up by Him ever ſince. While you were 
unable to take the leaſt Care of yourſelves, 
He car'd for you, protected you, and guided 
you with his Eye. In your Wants He has 
ſeaſonably ſupply'd you, and in Dangers deli- 


ver'd you. He has made your Lot to fall 
in pleaſant Places, and order'd all the merci- 


ful Circumſtances of your Pilgrimage : So 
that having obtained Help of God, you cont inue 
unto this Day. Is it not then highly fit, tho' 
you ſhould as yet have found the Benefit of 
his Conduct no farther than into the youth- 
ful Part of Life, that you ſhould now begin 
to pay the Tribute of a thankful Acknowledg- 
ment to Him, who has brought you hitherto ? 


Surely Gop has Conſcience on his Side in 


this Matter. 

2. APENITENT Application to Go p, 
in the Manner in which a returning Prodi- 
gal ſhould apply to his Father, as toone, who 
bas a Right to be the Guide of his Youth, 
may very properly be expreſs'd in the Lan- 
guage of the Text. Has a Child behav'd un- 
dutifully to a kind, indulgent Parent ? Has He 
flown in the Face of all his tender Affection, 
and turn'd Rebel and Prodigal? Will he not 
think it highly fit, when he comes to him- 
ſelf, to go down on his Knees to his offend- 

ed 
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for the Guide of our Touth. 


ed Father, to confeſs his Faults, and beg his 


* 


Father's Pardon? This is the real Caſe of us 
all with Reference to our Heavenly Father. 


He has the moſt undoubted Right and Claim 


to all filial Duty from us: Doubtleß He is our 


- 
* 


Fat ber, and as ſuch, deſerves Honour and Obe- | 


dience from us,that we ſhould allow Him in e- 
very Thing to preſcribe to us. But the young- 
eſt among us have been undutiful Children, 
and begun early to break the Bands aſunder. 
If we have yet eſcap'd the open pollutions 
which are in the World thro* Luſt, and have 
not in the literal Senſe waſted our Subſtance with 
riotous living: yet we are all eſtrang'd from 
the Womb; and Conſcience mult tell us, 
That we have thought, and ſpoke, and ated, 
that which was juſtly diſpleaſing to our 
Common Father in innumerable Inſtances, 
* Should not we then cry to God, My Father, 
© Thou haſt a juſt Claim to be the Guide of 
*© my Youth ; but I have not allow'd Thee to 


© beſo. In many Inſtances I have refus'd 


© to hearken to Thee. I ſee my Fault, I ſeg 
«© my Folly, that in refyſing to follow Thy 
Conduct, I wickedly trampled upon Thy 
* Authority, and forſook my own Mercics : 

It would have been much better with me, 
« if I had taken Thy Counſel, and ſubmit- 


© ted to Thy Guidance. Father, I have ſinned Luke xv. 


fd viteſt 


againſt Heaven, and in Thy Sight, and am no 21 
$6 more worthy to be called Thy Son, Thou i i - 
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© viteſt Prodigals to return, Return, ye back- 


„ fliding Children : Behold, I come unto Thee; 


FF: for Thou art the Lord my God.” It is to ac- 


knowledge His Fatherly Relation, and the 


Duty we owe Him thereupon, that He ſhould 


be allow'd to rule and guide us, with Shame 
and Sorrow for our Undutifulneſs. 
3. A Sol MN Acceptance of Gow for our 
Father, and the Guide of our Youth from 
this Time forward, will compleat that be- 
coming Temper, which theſe Words are fit 
to ſugge to us. In the Original 'tis only, 
My Father, Thou, the Guide of my Youth. Which 
may be ſupply'd either as looking backward, 
Thou haſt been ſo, to expreſs Go p's undeſery- 
ed Goodneſs, and fatherly Care of them in 
Times paſs'd. Or, as acknowledging His 
rightful Claim. Thou art my Father, and 
therefore Thou ſhouldſ# be allow'd to be my 
Guide, I own my Injuſtice and Undutiful- 
neſs, in not being guided by Thee. So far 
we have conſider'd the Words already. But 
we may alſo underſtand them as looking for- 
ward, Thou art my Father, and Thou ſhalt 
" my Guide. © conſent to it as my reaſon- 
* able Service, to put myſelf entirely, and 
unreſervedly under thy Conduct, that 
ce Thou ſnouldſt Exerciſe this Right of a Fa- 
* ther to manage me as Thou pleaſeſt. I had 
ce rather be guided by Thee, than be left to 
act of my own Head. Let thy Eye then 
* be 
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* be upon me, and thy Wiſdom direct me, 
« as a Father would care for his Child: For 


“I take Thee for my Father, and therefore 


for the Guide of my Youth.” 
T ars is the Frame, which I would now 


recommend to young People. And to that 
Purpoſe proceed 


IL To ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch 
2 Determination: Or to expoſtulate the 
Matter with you, as I am led to do by the 
Manner of ſpeaking which Goo uſes to 
Iſrael in the Text. Wilt thou not thus cry 


” unto me? Can it be ſupposd, if you will 
allow yourſelves to conſider the Caſe, that 
you ſhould be ſo averſe to your own In- 
| tereſt, ſo inſenſible of the beſt Way to your 
own Happineſs, as to refuſe to put your- 
ſelves into my Hands, or even to demur up- 
on ſettling this great Concern, that I ſhall 


be the Guide of your Youth ? To make this 


plain to you, I deſire you would ſeriouſly 
lay to Heart the following Conſiderations. 


I. Tun World we are in makes a Guide 
abſolutely: neceſſary to all. *Tis ſuch a State 
of Things, wherein we ſhall run the greateſt 
Riſque, if we are left to ourſelves, Te 
were better to fail in the moſt dangerous 
Seas Without a Pilot, or to paſs thro' an un- 


known Deſart without any One to ſhew us 


our Way, then to purſue our Pilgrimage 
B 2 thro' 
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Mat. vii. 
13, 14. 


thro* this World without the Conduct of a 2 
Faithful and ſufficient Guide. 

THis Life is to all a State of Trial for 
Eternity: And at the End of our Way 2 
Heaven or a Hell ſtands, A Miſtake will 
be fatal to our everlaſting Intereſts ; utterly 
impoſlible to be retriev'd afterwards, if this 
Life be ſpent in a Deluſion. The Trial 
begins as ſoon as we come to the Uſe of 
Reaſon, to a Capacity of chuſing the Good 
and refuſing the Evil: And if Gov ſhould 
ſhorten our Life in the midſt of our Way, 
we ſhall find our Condition for ever deter- 
min'd according to our Courſe and Behavi- 
our here, in that Proportion of Time which 
He was pleas'd to allow us. It will be well 
or ill with us for ever, as we are well or ill 
directed here. | 

THERE are many By-ways in our Paſ- 
ſage, to which we are very prone to turn 
aſide: A Thouſand winding-Courſes in this 
Labyrinth, which all come to the ſame 
miſerable End : Many dangerous Errors and 
deſtructive Vices, any of which may be our 
Ruin. But the Way to Heaven is Strict and 


Difficult. It requires Pains to know it, and 


much more to walk in it. Hence we are 
told, that wide is the Gate, and broad is the 
Way that leadeth to Deſtruction, and many there 
be which go in thereat : But ſtrait is the Gate and 
narrow is the Way which leads unto Life, and few 

there 
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there be that find it. The Way to Deſtruction 
books fairer, is of larger extent, and has 
more. Travellers in it, than the Way to Life. 
Should; not this make us look out for a 
Guide? Are there By-ways on the right hand 1. xxx. 
end on the left? Should not we deſire then to ?': 
- bear a Voice behind us, ſaying, This is the Way; 
wall ye in it? If there were but a Poſſibility 

5 of Miſtake, but a few Examples of Miſcarry- 

ing, certainly it ſhould awaken our Fear: 
What then muſt we think, when there are 
great Odds in the Number of dangerous 

= Courſes, and of thoſe who take them to 
their utter Ruin! OY 
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1 © Anvp (which greatly increaſes our Dan- 
ger,) there are many falſe Guides ready and 1 
l W willing to ſeduce us. F the Blind lead the k 
Blind, both ſhall fall into the Ditch. But as we | 
are apt ourſelves to miſtake, ſo there are ; 
n many ready to miſlead us, The Devil wants 
is no Wiles and Devices to impoſe upon us: ö 
e He has a natural Subtlety, and long Experi- 
d ence, whereby he can eaſily caſt a blind be- 
Ir fore our Eyes. In his early Attempt upon our 
4 firſt Parents, he prevail'd ſo far, when they 


quitted their Dependance upon Go p, as to 
beguile them out of Innocency into Tranſ- 
he greſſion, out of a State of perfect Happineſs 
re into the moſt deplorable Miſery. What ſad 


ud Conſequences then may we fear from the 
12 unwearied Arts of the old Serpent, who be- 
re l 


guiled 
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Prov. i. 
10. 
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der the Overſight of Superior Wiſdom! There 
are great Numbers of il Men induftrious in 
their Endeavours to corrupt others, ever 
ready by their Inſinuations, their Examples 
and their Influence to ſerve the Intereſts of 
the uſurping God of this World, and to 


draw as many of their Fellow-Creatures as 


they can along with them into Perdition. 
This is the Reaſon of Solomon's Caution, A 
Son, if Sinners entice thee, conſent thou not: But 
our own Care will go a very little Way to 
our Security, unleſs we have a better Keeper. 
The Things ef the World are very inſnaring 
too: The Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, 
and the P ride of Life: By the fair Appearances 
of which, ſo many have been drawn off from 
Gov, and the Purſuit of their everlaſting 
Intereſts. But above all, we have bad 
Hearts of our own, not only ready to betray 
us to other Seducers, but to miſlead us them- 
ſelves, if we had no other Tempters : Irregu. 
lar Cuſtoms, ſenſual Appetites, and turbu. 
lent Paſſions, which impetuouſly hurry Men 
on in their Apoſtate State to Things which 
are their Sin and Shame : So that if we were 
left to ourſelves, we ſhould carry about us the 
moſt dangerous Guide of all others. Every 
Alan is tempted, when he is drawn away of bis 
own Luſt, and enticed. What need then, in 


ſo perillous a State of Things, have Young 
and 
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and Old too, of the Aſſiſtance of an able and 
faithful Guide : 

2. YovuTH has more eſpecial Need of A 
Guide than any others. For this we have the 
concurring Judgment of all Nations, who ſuf- 


vernors. And certainly upon the moſt evi- 
dent Reaſon. 

* Yourn are ignorant and unexperienc'd ; 
and therefore need the Direction of ſome who 
have more Knowledge and Judgment than 
2 themſelves, to let them in to right Senti- 
ments of Things, and point out their Way 
for them. They are more apt than grown 
People to receive Impreſſions: Tis the ſpe- 
| cial Age of Inſtruction. Their Minds are 
not ſo ſtrongly pre-ingag'd with various Ap- 
prehenſions and Principles, as they come to 
| be upon an adyance in Years: Their Cuſtoms 
and Byaſſes are not yet fully form'd : And 
therefore they are drawn with more Eaſe ei- 
ther Right or Wrong, according to the In- 
- fluence they are under. If they fall into bad 
ch Hands, their tender Minds are ſoon inſnar'd 
re by them who lye in wait to deceive. And 
he WW therefore nothing can be more beneficial 
ery to them than to be under good Conduct 
bis betimes. 

in ESsůG⁵ECTIAII Y When we add, That there 
ng I +a peculiar Leyity attending their brisk Spi- 
Tits, 
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fer not young People to be their own Ma- 
ſters; but put them under Tutors and Go- 
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2 good Guide of my Youth: 


rits, and youthful Luſts are eſpecially apt 
to be boiſterous in them. While they have 
leſs Reaſon of their own to guide them, they 
have ſtronger Appetites and Paſſions, which 
are the worſt Leaders in the World, hurry- 
ing them on (if they be not under good Re- 
ſtraints) into the greateſt Extravagancies, to 


their ſhame and ſorrow in this Life and their 


Miſery in another. Childhood and Youth are 
Vanity. Vain Man is born like the wild Aſſes 
Colt. That Image can be apply'd to 
none with greater Propriety than to Youth, 
that they are /ike the Horſe or the Mule, hich 
bade no Underſtanding, and muſt be held in with 
Bit and Bridle, leſt they come near unto you 
Look abroad into the World, and fee what 
Numbers of Young People, left to themſelves, 
are daily bringing their Parents to Shame and 
Grief, and even rheir Grey-Hairs with Sor- 
row to the Grave. See with what Folly and 
Madneſs they give themſelves full Swing in 
the Indulgence of their Luſts, till they mourn 
at the laſt, when their Fleſh and their Body are 
conſumed, and ſay, How have Ihated Inſtruction, 
and m Heart deſpiſed Reproof ! See in ſuch In- 
ſtances, what Youth is, ading with a lawleſs 
Liberty ; what the ſad Effects of it are, what 
a dear-bought Repentance it muff end in. 
And ſhall not this induce you to cry, Oh, for 
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. BESIDES, People fix for Life in the Time 
; of their Youth ; as they do ſo commonly, 
| for the Profeſſions and Callings in which they 
1 


engage for #bjs Life; it is equally true for 
the Courſe which leads to Happineſs or Mi- 


ſery in another. Few, very Few of thoſe, 
0 who give Sin their early Days, ever leave it 
f afterwards : If they change their Vices, they 


„ ſeldom change their Maſter. The Habits of 
| Sin are confirm'd, the Means of Amendment 
| abate in their Force. And tis Odds, but you 
find them in the Way to Deſtruction at the 
End of their Courſe, who proceed in it, till 
{ Youth is over. When therefore the Time of Pecleſ. 
| Youth, is generally the Time of Peoples Choice, *ii- 1. 
that Choice which they abide by for ever 
after; how neceſſary is it that we chuſe aright 
then! *Tis of the greateſt Conſequence, that 
Youth be well-guided, I add, 
3. Gov is the beſt Guide of Youth. None is 
ſo fit to be your ſupreme Director. He has 
the beſt Right to preſcribe to you, becauſe 
you are His in the ſtrongeſt Bonds, even be- 
fore you conſent to be ſo. You rob Him of 
His due, while you refuſe to be under His 
Conduct. But that is not all; His Guidance 
har will be moſt for your own Advantage. If 
in. vou were to think of all the Characters to 
for be moſt wiſh'd for in One who ſhould under- 
| take to direct and care for you in your render | 
„ears, they all meet in Go p. | 
Ra: C Wo vo 
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Wo vl v you be ſure of ſafe Conduct? He 
alone is an Iafalible Guide. All others, tis 
poſſible, may miſlead you: Even tender Pa- 
rents themſelves, with all the good Wiſhes 
they can have for you: And therefore even 
Obedience to them is enjoyn'd with a Limi- 

Eph. vi. i. tation, in the Lord. Miniſters may prove blind 

Guides, tho' their Lips ought to keep Knowledge. 

But Gov is Truth itſelf, He cannot be de- 
ceiv'd Himſelf, and He can have no Induce- 

Job xxxvi. ment to miſlead you. bo teaches like Him ! 

22, Wo vp you have One fit and ready to 
direct you at all Times, and in all Caſes ? 

Go is an univerſal Guide, able to furniſh us 
with Light in every Emergency, who has 
laid down Directions ſuited to all Sorts of 
Perſons, and every State of Life; and who t. 
has always a watchful Eye upon thoſe who t 
PC xxxiy, commit themſelves to His Conduct. Tbe C 
15. Eyes of the Lord are upon the Righteous; and bi v 
Ears are open to their Cry. d 
His Guidance is ever nady to be afforded I 
pf lxxi. to any upright Mind: To the youngeſt. O il 
17. God, Thou baſt taught me from my Youth, His rt 
Will may eaſily be learnt out of His Word by t 
If. v. an honeſt Inquirer. The wayfaring Men, tb u 

a Fools, ſhall not err therein. And when Diffi- 
culties ariſe, which we cannot immediately I p 
ſolve, by the Rule which He has left us, He tl 
is Himſelf eaſy of Acceſs by thoſe who are 2. 
vilkeg with an honeſt Heart to make Appli- © 
5 cation 
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cation to Him. The Lord is nigh unto all them PC. exlv. 
that call upon Him, that call upon Him in Truth. 

Ap there is one Thing more peculiar to 

this Heavenly Guide : He is not only able and 
willing always to ſhew us our Way ; but rea- 

dy to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen us to walk in it: 

Not only to teach us the Way of bis Statutes ; but —cxix. 
to incline our Hearts unto his Teſtimonies, and to 33» 35.36. 
make us to go in the Path of his Commandments- 

We have therefore no ſuch Guide beſides, to 
whom we can make our Application. 

4. Is we take Him for the Guide of our 

| Youth, He will undertake for us; and conti- 
nue his Conduct, till we are brought to Glo- 

| ry. Any that commit themſelves to Him, be 

it never ſo early, have a Security that He will 

take them under his Care and Charge. Till 

this is done on our Part, we have no certain 
Ground to reckon upon ſo much as the fa- 
vourable Guidance of His common Provi- 
dence ; nor can tell how ſoon, or in what 
Inſtances, He may leave us to ourſelves. But 

if we chuſe Him for our Guide, He is moſt 

ready to take us under his Conduct and Pro- 
tection ; and He will never leave or forſake 

us. 

By fixing on Him for our Guide, we ſhall 
put ourſelves into ſafe Hands for ever. And 
that is what we cannotibe certain of as to 
any others, even for Time. Kind Parents 
on Earth may be taken from us; but Gon 

C 2 will 
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2 xvii. will not leave us Orphans. If Father and Ab- 


10. 


Prov. ii. 


17. 


pf. Ixxi. 


17, 18. 


ther forſake me, God will take me up. The moſt 
agreeable Relations, ſuppoſe a kind and pru- 
dent Husband, who is ſometimes call'd em- 
phatically a Guide of the Youth; may be wreſt- 
ed out of your Arms, and leave you deſtitute. 
But Go p ever lives, and will neither change 
his Affection, nor loſe his Ability to direct 
and aſſiſt you. 

It you put yourſelves into his Hands at 
the Beginning of your Days, you will ſet out 
in the World ſecure of the beſt Friend you 
can have thro' all the Turns and Changes of 
Life; who will be with you to the hoary 
Head, if you are ſpared ſo long. The P/al- 
miſt's Prayer was accompliſh'd to him, and 
ſhall be to you, if you can truly uſe the ſame 
Plea: O God, Thou haſt taught me from my Youth, 
and hitherto have ] declar'd thy wondrous Works ; 
Now alſo, when I am old and Grey-beaded, O God, 
forſake me not. No, He will not forſake you; 


—xlviii. for this God will be your God for ever and ever; 
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He will be your Guide even unto Death. He wil: 
guide you with his Counſel, and afterward receive 
ou to Glory. 


III. I Cons to conſider the Circumſtan- 
ce of Time, from which ſuch a Behaviour ts 
eminently to be expected. From this Time, 
ſays the Text emphatically. If we look into 


the Context, we may find ſeveral Hints of 
the 
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the Circumſtance of Time, to which this 
may refer. 
1. ATI AE of Conviction, wherein our 
Sins are ſet in Order before us, is a ſpecial 


Seaſon, wherein Go p expects us thus to cry 
to him. In the firf, and ſecond Verſes of 


this Chapter Gos ſets in Iſrael's View her 
many and great Tranſgreflions. Thou haſt 
played the Harlot with many Lovers. Thou haſt 
polluted the Land with thy Whoredoms and with 
thy Wickedneſs. Now when I am thus ar- 
raigning thee for thy Iniquity, wilt thou 
not from this Time, ſay unto me, my Father ? 
Whenever Gop impreſſes Convictions of 
Sin upon your Souls in this World, it is not 
to torment you before the Time, but to bring 
you to yourſelves, and ſo to Him. Such a 
Seaſon as this is a Time of Love. Go p makes 
you ſenſible of your Diſtemper, that you 
may ſpeedily apply to the Phyſician, before 
your Caſe is deſperate; and ſubmit to the 
proper Methods of Cure, which he is ſo 
ready to Uſe with You. You'il never Va- 
lue him, nor be reconcil'd to his Medicines, 
as long as you are inſenſible of your Diſ- 


eaſe. The whole have no need of the Phyſician, Luke v. 
but they that are Sick. But when you ſee your 3r. 


Sickneſs, it may be hop'd Help will be wel- 
come. Now Youth is the moſt uſual Time 


of lively Convictions, eſpecially for thoſe 


who have the Advantage of Goſpel-Lighr 
and 
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and Calls from their "Youth ; and Conſe- 
quently for them it is the moſt likely Seaſon 
of Grace. Thoſe who outgrow the early 
Admonicions, which Gon and Conſcience 
give them of their Sins in that Period of 
Life when their Hearts are moſt tender, are 
commonly reduc'd to fewer and weaker Con- 
victious in an after- life; and very often their 
Conſciences become ſeared as with an bot Iron. 
Oh ſee therefore that you ſtifle not, that 
you rebel not againſt your early Light ; but 
when your Guilt is ſet in your View, that 
you ſpeedily take the true Courſe to remove 
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It. i 
2. A Tins of Correction and Affliction I : 
is an Advantagious Occaſion, upon which b 
it may be hop'd you ſhould cry to Gov, my | q 
Father. In the Verſe immediately before the 


Text, Go p puts Vrael in Mind of the Judg- " 
ments He had brought upon them for their th 
Sins. Therefore the Showers bave been withheld, ” 
and there has been no latter Rain. And there- 

upon Gov ſpeaks of it as an aſtoniſhing Il * 
Thing, that under ſuch Circumſtances they * 


bad a Whore's forehead, and refus d to be aſham d. te 
Inſtead of continuing ſo obſtinate, wilt tho» | ® 


not rather, ſays he, from this time cry unto L 

me, my Father, thou art the Guide of my Youth f ſa 

Affliction, is intended by Gop when milder 55 

Methods will not do, to bring Men to Re- N 

„ pentance by ſome preſent Taſtes of the Bit- tt 
terneſs 
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terneſs of Sin. Corrections are the Rod of a 
Father to bring us to Filial Duty. The Prodi- 
gal began to be in Want, was forc'd to feed 
upon husks ; he felt the melancholy Effects Luke ,v. 
of his own Prodigality : And this brought 14, 2. 
him to himſelf, to conlider his Sin and Folly, 

and to reſolve to ariſe and return to his Fa- 


ther. Young People, in this World where 
Man is born to Trouble, frequently have a 
Share of it: Sometimes they bring Miſery 
| upon themſelves by their own Extravagan- 
| cies; or they fall betimes under ſome kind 
| Diſcipline of Go p. And if either the one 
or the other lead them to Go p and Religi- 
on; they will magnify Gos to all Eternity 
| for that which for the preſent is not Joyous, 


but Grievous. If Gop then in his Provi- 


| dence make you to bear the Yoke of eAffiidtion 
in your Youth, let that induce you to bear 
| the Yoke of Obedience in your early Days 


too. 
3. A TIME of the Diſcovery of Grace is 
a particular Opportunity, which ſhould be 
improv'd to lead us to Gop and engage us 
to put ourſelves under his Conduct. In 
ver. I, God calls upon theſe People, after the 
Diſcovery of their Sins, Yet return unto me, 
ſaith the Lord. And in ver. 5. Will be reſerve 
bis Anger for ever ? Will he keep it to the End? 
No, he is ready to Pardon. Wilt thou not 
then from this time, (when I have ſhewn my 
gracious 
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gracious Inclinations to thee, ) cry unto me, my 

Father, & c. What, Sinner! Shall not Mer- 

cy melt thy Heart? Canſt thou ſtand out a- 

| gainſt ſuch kind Declarations from an offen- 
Ver. 5. ded Go p? Haſt thou ſpoken and done evil 
Things as thou couldſt? And is Govp till wil- 

ling to receive thee? Is He yet inviting 

thee to return? Is thy Father, after all that 

thou haſt done againſt him, obſerving thy 
Behaviour with a Compaſſionate Eye, mark- 

ing any Tendencies towards a Return, even 

Luke xv. while thou art yet a great Way off? Is He not 
28 only ready to receive thee, but even to run to 
meet thee, to fall on thy Neck and kiſs thee? Yes, 

if He can but ſee any Thing hopeful in thee ; 

Jer. xxxi. if He can but hear thee bemoaning thyſelf thus, 
dds Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed, as 4 
Bullock unaccuſtomed to the Yoke ; turn thou me, 

and I ſhall be turned; for Thou art the Lord my 

God. If He that knows the Heart, can but 

hear ſuch Language from thy Heart ; it will 

be ſoon his Return, I Ephraim my dear Son? 

1s be a pleaſant Child? for ſince I ſpake againſt 

bim, I do earneſtly remember him ſtill ; therefore 

my Bowels are troubled for him: I will ſurely 

bave ¶ Mercy upon him, ſaith the Lord. He is 

waiting to be gracious, affording thee many 
uncovenanted Mercies in the mean While; and 
preventing thee with many Bleſſings, the Re- 

ſult of his Sovereign Goodneſs. Canſt thou 

ſtand out againſt ſuch unparallel'd Grace 

Such 
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Such amazing Compatiion of hy Fatheri in 
Heaven! If thou can't thus deſpiſe the Riches 
p of bis Goodneſs, and Forbearance, and Long-ſuffer= 
, then fear the final Sentence for contemn- 
ed Grace, and abus'd Patience. Can ſt thou 
a think any other, than that thou art trea- 
2 ſuring up Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, 
tand the Revelation of the righteous Judgmeng 
7 of God ! 


4. THe preſent Time, is the fitteſt Time for 
a | doing this, if it be not done already. From 
+ WM bi very Time when thou art calld to it, thou 
6 haſt the greateſt Reaſon to come and make 
„ Application to me. To Day, while it is called 
to Day; whatever Age of Life you happen 
„ no to be arriv d at. If Time paſt have been 
negleted; whatever fairer Opportunities 
you might have had in that, they are gone 
and over, and cannot be recall'd. And this 
Day is undoubtedly a better Seaſon than to 
Morrow. Noz, for certain, is an accepted 2 Cor. vi. 
Time, now is a Day of Salvation: As long as 
you have Life and the Calls of the Gosys x, 
and ſuch a Meſſage directed to you. But for 
any Time to come, need I tell you that it is 
an abſolute Uncertainty ! You may never have 
another Day. Several, who were in this Aſ- 
ſembly a Year ago, and ſome of them in the 
Flower of their Age, are gone the Way of 
all Fleſh: And *cis not to be expected, that 
all of you ſhould be either here or in our 
D World 
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World a Year hence. He * that was your 
Monitor from this Place for fo many Years 
paſt in this Annual Endeavour to do Good, 

and the laſt Seaſon in particular, was very 
ſoon after laid in the ſilent Grave: And fo 
are ſome ſince, who then heard him. *Tis 
great Odds, but ſome of us will be there too 
before another of theſe Annual Revolutions. 
Particularize the Thought, I beſeech you. 
Why not Wu, or Du in particular, as well as 
Another? Is it ſafe then venturing a Delay, 

when your All is at Stake ! 

Bur ſuppoſe you had a Certainty of 
Time to come, you are never like to have ſo 
convenient a Seaſon as the preſent. Impedi- 
ments will multiply in your Way; ill Cuſtoms 
and Prejudices be confirm d: Convictions are 


like to become greater Rarities, and the In- 


fluence of all your Advantages to abate: That 
if your Recovery is now difficult, it will be 
unſpeakably more ſo by Delay. 

AND yet if you were ſure of Time, and a 
proper Time too hereafter; is not the Time 
paſt of your Lives too much by far to be al- 
low'd to the ſervice of Sin and Satan? to have 
liv'd in Hoſtility to the Gop that made you, 
offending and grieving your heavenly Fa- 
ther? Can you be too early in ſecuring the 
beſt Friend, the only certain Guide thro” a 
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ur dangerous World? Will i it has aby Ne to 


rs you to lay in for preventing ſuch unhappy 
d, Miſcarriages, as at the beſt will make mourn- 
Y ful Work for Repentance > Can you begin to 
be wiſe, and to fertle your everlaſting g Inte- 
tereſt too ſoon? Conſider this, and ſhew or 
00 IB felves Men, O ye Trenſgreſjors. 

An» now if you are upon the whole con- 
vinc'd of the Wiſdom and Expedience of owns 
ing God for the Guide of your Youth; ic 
may ſtill be an Inquiry with you, How jou 
are to expect his Guidance? That dende me to the 
of Fourth . on 


li- IV. To lay down ſome proper Dire ions 
rs | in this Matter. And it may be uſeful to 
re || hint to you, both the Means wherein'you 
n- | are to expect Goo ſhould conduct you, 
at and your Duty for ſecuring ſuch an Advan- 
be tage. 
Firſt, I Wovrp direct your Expectation 

a as tothe Ways and Means wherein you may 
ne hope that Gov will communicate Light and 
1- | Direction co you. 
Ve H has not taught you to expect, That He 
u, will be your Guide by an immediate Voice 
a- | from Heaven, or by any miraculous Interpo- 
je | ſals. You are not to be directed by an ima- 
a | ginary Light within, which has no certain 
*. Meaſure, and of which you can give no rea- 
I ſonable Account. But there are eminently 
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Three Ways wherein Go v encourages us to 


2 Tim. 
iii. 16. 


Ver. 15: 


Pſam. 


cxix. 9 


our immediate Monitor. He has indeed ap- 
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wait for his Guidance. 
1. By bis Word ; which is the Rule both 
of our Duty and our Hopes. In the Light 
of Holy Scripture the Mind of Gov is fully 
ſet before us, with as much Certainty and 
Authority as if we could hear it pronounc'd 
by his own Mouth : For all Scripture is given 
by Inſpiration of God ; and is profitable for Doc- 
trine, for Reproof, for Correction, and Inſtruction 
in Righteouſneſs. And it deſerves to be parti- 
cularly obſerv'd by young People, That this 
Account of the extenſive Uſefulneſs of the 
Scriptures follows upon mentioning the Ex- 
ample of One, who was early acquainted 
with them. Thou (Timothy) Fom à Child 
haſt known the Holy Scriptures. Go p intended 
them to be the ſtanding Signification of his 
Will for the Uſe of young as well as old. As 
the moſt advanc'd in Years cannot out-grow 
the Uſe of this Light to their Feet, and Lamp to 
their Paths; fo it is not raisd too high for 
the young: They are particularly directed 
to have Recourſe to it for their Conduct. 
Wherewithal ſball a young Man cleanſe his Way ? 
by taking heed thereto according to thy Word. The 
Scripture is Go p's Law, by which we may 
as certainly know how to chuſe the Goods 
and refuſe the Evil, as if we had Gop for 
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pointed ſubordinate Guides, to make the In- 
ſtructions 
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ſtructions of his Word more plain: But if 
they ſpeak not according to the Law and the Te- wy LY 
ftimony, "tis becauſe there is no Light in them. 


2. By His Spirit: Not that we are to ex- 
pect any new and different Revelations of the 
Divine Will from thoſe contain'd in Scrip- 
ture. No Suggeſtion can be from the Spirit 
of Gov, which is contrary to his Word, any 
more than Gon can be contrary to Himſelf: 
Nor does his Spirit dire& us to any Thing, 
which upon ſerious Conſideration, we may 
not find warranted by his Word ; becauſe He 
has given us that as a perfect Rule. And yet 
wehave great Need of the farther Guidance 
of his Spirit; not to diſcover to us new 
Things which have no Foundation in the Bi- 
ble; but to fet the Matters revealed in a 
Aer Light, and to make the Scales fall off 
our Eyes, that we may ſee them diſtinctly. 
Therefore tho David had the written Law, 


he prays, Teach me to do thy Will, O God: Thy pn 
Spirit is good, bead me into the Land of Upright- exliii. 10. 


veſs. Our Underſtandings need Illuminati- 


ons. David prays for it, Open Thou mine Eyes, FL cxix. 


that I may behold wondrous Things out of thy ts 
Law. What he pray d for, no Doubt he ob- 
tain d: And ſo did CHRIS 1's Diſciples af- 


ter his Reſurrection. Then opened he their Un. Luk. xxiv. 


derſtandings, that they might underſtand the 48. 
Scriptures. And our Hearts need an effectual 
Impreſſion, to diſpoſe us to follow his Con- 


duct ; 


8. 
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4 Cor. iv. duct; and this is made, when zhe Light of th the 


glorious Goſpel ſhines into our Hearts. Happy 
they, who-are led by the Mak to den 
vern'd by the Word of Go p. | 

3. By bis Providence. So GOD. has the 
Supreme Management of all our Lot 'and 
Circumſtances; and has encourag'd us- to 
Hope, they fhall be order'd for our real Ad- 
vantage, if we rank ourſelves among the 
People of his Care. We are obliged indeed 


Pſzl. cxii. to guide our own Affairs with Diſcretion. This 


$. 


is made the Character of a Good Man. 5. e. 
to make Uſe of all the prudential Methods 
in our Power, which have the moſt proper 
Tendency to the Proſperity of our Affairs. 


Jer. x. 23. But {till he Way of Han is not in himſelf ; "tis 


Pſalm 


not in eAMan that walketh to direct his Steps. 
God will have the Sovereign diſpoſal of 
them. And 'tis a Declaration for the Encou- 
ragement of the upright, that a good May's 


RXXVIL, 23+ ſteps are ordered of the Lord: Not only under 


the common Care and Direction of his Pro- 
vidence, as the Steps of all Men are ; but in 
a peculiar Senſe the Steps of a Good Man 
are under a favorable Conduct, ſteadily di- 
rected to the beſt Ends of his ſpiritual and 
eternal Good. And by this Providential-Di- 
red ion of our Circumſtances Go is our 
Guide alſo in the Way of our Duty. By 
this means He makes our Way plain before 
us, explains his Word, and points us to our 

preſent 
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preſent Work, as made ſeaſonable by the 
| Events Which befall us. 
BB © Tits: are the Methods of Divine Con- 
duct we are taught to expect: His Word as 
our ſtanding Rule; his Spirit as our inward 
Monitor according to that Rule; and his 
Providence determining our Circumſtances, 
and ſo chalking out our particular Duty 
from Time to Time. It remains that I 
ſhew. 

| Secondly, Wu r lies upon us in order to 
the ſecuring of Go »'s gracious Conduct. 
1. As the Foundation of all, we muſt 
give up ourſelves ſolemnly, abſolutely and 
unreſervedly to His Conduct, with full pur- | 
poſe of Heart of cleaving to the Lord. We can- | 
not depend upon His Guidance without an 
entire Surrender into His Hands, and a De- 
termination to follow Him without Excep- 
tion. How ſhall I put thee among the Children? Jer. iii 19. 
Says Gop to theſe very People in the Text: 
I ſaid, Thou ſhalt call me, my Father, and ſhalt 
in v0 turn away from me. He will care for you 
an as His own, if you heartily join yourſelves to Jer. I. g. 

di- Him in a perpetual Covenant never to be forgotten. 
ind T beſeech you therefore, Brethren, my Younger Rom. Xii. 
Di- Brethren, by the Mercies of God, all the Mer- '- 
our I cies by which he has been drawing you from 

By your Beginning hitherto, and all the Mer- 
ore cies included in his Gracious Conduct thro' 


our Lite, and thoſe which ſhall be the everlaſting 
ſent Portion 
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Portion of them who are led by his Counſel, 

that you render yourſelves a Holy, a Living, and 

an acceptable Sacrifice, which is your reaſonable 
Serwice. | 

2. DIIIGENT Lx attend to all the Ways, 

wherein Go» has encourag'd you to expect 

His Guidance. 1 

SEARCH the Scriptures frequently, and 

meditate therein Day and Night. If your 

Bibles are a neglected Book, you will be lit- 

tle the better for the Perfection of the Rule. 

And tho Go o has made His Will there ſuffi 

ciently plain, He has wiſely left ſuch Diffi- 

| culties as make Pains and Application neceſ- 

Prov. ii. ſary to Succeſsful Enquiries. ) Son, if 

* thou wilt receive my Words, and hide my Com- 

mandments with thee ; ſo that thou incline thine 

Ear unto Wiſdom, and apply thine Heart unto 

Underſtanding ; if shou ſeekeſt her as Silver, and 

ſearcheſt for her, as for hid Treaſure ; then ſhalt 

thou underſtand the Fear of the Lord, and find the 

Knowledge of God. It will be your Wiſdom 

to put yourſelves betimes under the Care of 

ſome Faithful Spiritual Guide. Not to al- 

low any Man to be Lord of your Faith, or 

| to direct your Conſcience blindfold. No, 

| N Wit ever Uſe the Noble Caution of the Bereans, 

| to ſearch the Scriptures diligently, whether that 

which they ſay, either in the Pulpit or out of 

it, be ſo. Truſt no Man to ſee for you, ſince 

no Man can anſwer for you at the laſt Day: 


Nor 
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Nor follow any Man farther than he follows 

Carisr. But deſire the Aﬀiſtance of ſome 

faithful Miniſter in your Enquiries, as one of 

CarrsT's appointed Ways to furniſh you with 

the Light neceſſary to your judging for your- 

t ſelves. Liſten to every good Motion with- 

in your own Breaſts: Try it by the Word of 

1 Gov, and if it be agreeable to that, you may 

r conclude it to be a kind Hint from the good 

- Spirit of Gon. And obſerve the ſteps of 

s. Divine Providence; that you may diſcover 

i what Gop is now calling you out to, and 

i- may follow Him in ſeaſonable Duty whither- | 

ſoever he leads you. = 
2. CAREFUI II maintain a Frame of 

Soul ever open to Light, Be of a teachable 

and tractable Spirit. Never imagine your- 

ſelves to be grown too wile to learn, or to 

be poſleſs'd of ſuch a Sufficiency as leaves no 

Room for Improvment. Remember the State 

you are in, how liable to miſtake; and that 

as long as you continue upon Earth, you 

will not have already attain'd, or be already 

perfect. Self-conceit is one of the greateſt 

or Impediments in the World to a good Directi- 

No, on; both in the Nature of the Thing, and 0 

ns, with Reſpect to the Promiſe of Gop. Good pf. *. 

hat and upright is the Lord : Therefote will He teach % 9: 

t of Sinners in the Way. The Meek will He guide in 

nce Judgment, and the Meek He will teach his Way. 
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4 Join earneſt Prayer to Go» for His 
Guidance. He expects (and moſt reaſonably) 
to be enquir'd of for ſo great a Bleſſing. Let 
it be the habitual Deſire of your Soul, O that 
my Heart were directed to keep thy Statutes! Ap- 
ply to Him with that Plea from your peril- 
lous State. I am à Stranger in the Earth: hide 
not thy Commandments from me. And from a 
Senſe of your Need of inward Direction, be 
ſollicitous that He would not take His Holy 
Sperit ſongs Prayer is one of the eſtabliſh- 
ed Terms of his Promiſe. Truſt in the Lord with 
all thine Heart; and lean not to thine own Under- 
ſtanding. In all thy Ways acknowledge Him, and 


He ſpall direct thy Paths. But ever remember to 


pray for all in the Name of Jes vs CARTST, 
who as He was ſent from Gop to ſhew you 
the Way of Salvation, is now with Gop to 
offer up Incenſe with your Prayers, and 
make them ſucceſsful. 
5. ConscitenTiOusLY follow His Conduct, 
as far as you can diſcern it. There is no Di- 
rection of greater Importance than this, 


That you keep the Way of G0 p, as far as 


He hath ſhewn it you. Why ſhould He throw 
away his Light and Guidance upon thoſe who 
habitually neglect ir, and make no good Uſe 
of it ? But if you honeſtly endeavour an an- 
{werable Practice to the Degrees of Know- 
ledge you have; to live up to your Light, 

ö ou may be ſure of more, as far as it ſhall be 

. c neceſſary. 


for the Guide of our Touth. 
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„ If any e Man will do bis Will, he ſhall __ vii. 


know of the Doctrine, whether it be of Ged, or 


whether 1 ſpeak of myſelf. | 
"Fix conclude all with Two Inferences. 

1. Tax Reaſon: upon which Go p here 
Claims to be the Guide of their Youth, as he 
was their Father, plainly ſuppoſes the Obli- 
gation which Young People lye under to he 
guided by their Parents in Lawful Things- 
He argues upon this as allow'd by all to be a 
juſt Conſequence from that Relazion ; as in 


another Place, A Son honoureth his Father, and Mal. i, 6 


a Servant bis e Maſter : If then I be a Father, 
where is mine Honour? And if I be a Maſter, 
where is my Fear? So here if you own me for 
your Father, you muſt own me for the 
Guide of your Youth. Whereby you may 
plainly colle& the Duty you owe to your 
natural Parents. Not indeed to obey them 
in any Thing contrary to the Duty you owe 
to your Heavenly Father, 
to conſider thern as pointed out to be your 
Principal Guides under Him, by the Relati- 
on tothem in which He has plac'd you, Be- 
cauſe they are your Parents, they are to be 
the Guides of your Youth. If therefore you 
ſhould ſuffer yourſelves to flight their In- 
ſtructions, to treat them with Diſreſpect, to 
neglect their Advice, or even to Act indepen- 
dently without it in Matters af Conſequence; 
you may be ſure you are going out of Gop's 


Way, 


But you are 
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o — " At: En. young Perform hav ſo 
99 ſun to apply to Gon as iheir Fatfief and 
Guide, it miſt certainly be higli Time ſcb 
” .. thoſ@ advand d in Yeats to ariſe ind return 
Th wo their Eathes. - 1% havs proceeded fag 

Ns 5 in Life without committing yourſclves'ro-His 
a Conduct; tis a Wonder of Mercy that He hit * 
not fuffer d voi to ruin yourfelves utterly and 
. irrecoverably before.ndw ; hat you are yet i in 
' . the Way, and unde ra Poſſibititxuf sſeaping 
PpPestuction Non ate in ſar more. Danger 
eta ine Mifezwisger when yob babe been 

milſled Io ang: If yet you WII allow yolle 
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elles to chinł, ydu muſt perceive, that nor 
2nn guide yu to Heaveh bi Folir Heavenly 

5 Ip 3 E Father: There is ſtill Hope, that He will 
ER 5 receite you under his'EonduR; if from this 
Day you'lt renounce the falſs Guides which 
© >; - have led you: capttoe, and yield yourſeives to 


Hs 85 e Lo ab. Be berſuaded then; While you 
3 ee by che Way, to ery to Go ug for 


e Pour Lives, That He u will put you arong his 
Ys * Children, and 7 en Brands out "of 
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